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On July 23, 2016,  of Lexington Park, Maryland, woman was arrested and charged with 
Theft Under $1,000. 
 
On January 6, 2017, during a hearing in St. Mary’s County Circuit Court, Maryland,  
pled guilty to a Maryland State charge of Theft: Less than $1000.  
 
On March 10, 2017,  appeared in St. Mary’s County Circuit court and was sentenced to 18 
months’ incarceration and 5 years supervised probation for her involvement in the Theft.   
 

 is currently incarcerated at the Jessup Maryland Correctional facility.   
 

 
DISPOSITION:  Supported. Closed. 
 
All legal proceedings have been completed and/or exhausted in this investigation.  
 
As a result, this investigation is closed.   
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

 
 
 

DATE:  February 1, 2018 PREPARED BY:  SA  

CASE #:  OI-RTP-2016-ADM-0070 CROSS REFERENCE #:  N/A 

TITLE:  AlLLEN-KEARNEY, NIRILLA, CONTRACTOR ORD NHEERL   

 
CASE CLOSING REPORT 

 
Subject(s) Location Other Data 

Allen-Kearney, Nirilla Lacho Durham, NC EPA Contractor 

VIOLATIONS:   

Conduct unbecoming of a Federal Employee/Contractor. 

ALLEGATION: 
On May 17, 2016, Special Agent (SA)  U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Office of the Inspector General Office of Investigations assisted Special Agents from the 
Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigations (IRS-CI) and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation with the arrest of Nirilla Allen-Kearney, a contract employee with the EPA Office 
of Research and Development, National Health and Environmental Effects Research Lab, 
Research Triangle Park (RTP), NC.  Allen-Kearney was arrested in the E301 conference room of 
the EPA RTP campus without incident.   
 
FINDINGS: 
On May 18, 2016, SA  provided the Indictment for Allen-Kearney and all other 
subjects of the investigations after it had been unsealed in court. Allen-Kearney was indicted on 
the following charges: 
 
Count 1 - Title 21, United States Code, Section 841 (a) (1) To knowingly and intentionally 
distribute and possess with the intent to distribute cocaine, a Schedule II controlled substance, 
and marijuana, a Schedule I controlled substance. 
 
Count 2 - Title 18, United States Code, Section L95 Did knowingly combine, conspire, and agree 
with each other and with other persons known and unknown to the Grand Jury to commit 
offenses against the United States. 
 

 Conspiracy underlying charge - Title 21 United States Code, Sections 841 (a) (1) and 846 - To 
knowingly conduct and attempt to conduct financial transactions affecting interstate commerce 
and foreign commerce, which transactions in fact involved the proceeds of specified unlawful 
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activity, that is, conspiracy to distribute and possess with the intent to distribute of cocaine and 
marijuana. And that while conducting and attempting to conduct such financial transactions, 
knew that the property involved in the financial transactions represented the proceeds of some 
form of unlawful activity, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956 (a) (1) (B) 
(i). The manner and means used to accomplish the objectives of the conspiracy included, among 
others, the following: deposits of United States Currency utilizing individual nominee bank 
accounts with Bank of America to conceal the true payee, payments for apartments, houses, and 
phones by a nominee to conceal the true owner/user of those items A11 in violation of Title 18, 
United States Code, Section 1956 (h). 
 
Allen-Kearney pled guilty for violating 18 USC 195(h) 18 Conspiracy to Commit Money 
Laundering. The EPA-OIG did not complete any additional investigative activities following the 
arrest. 
 
DISPOSITION: 
Supported; Closed 
 
On August 25, 2016, the EPA Suspension and Debarment (S&D) division suspended Allen-
Kearney from participating in government contracts.  On September 12, 2017, Allen-Kearney 
was sentenced to 24 months’ confinement by the Eastern District of North Carolina.  On 
December 22, 2017, , EPA S&D Official, Washington, DC, debarred Allen-
Kearney for three years, starting when Allen-Kearney was suspended.  The debarment will 
terminate August 3, 2019.  This investigation is closed. 
 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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Summary: 
This investigation stemmed from a complaint filed by  alleging  made threats toward 
the Atlanta Federal Center and/or the occupants.  Based on investigative steps, and interviews 
conducted, there was no evidence to substantiate  claim that  threaten  at the 

, therefore, no additional steps or leads are required and this case will be closed. If 
additional information is acquired, a continuing investigation will be opened at that time. 
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